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SERMON. 



ROMANS XVI. 7. 

WHE&KFORB RECEIVE TE ONE ANOTHER, AS CHRIST ALSO RECEIVED VS, 

TO THE GLORT OF GOD. 

JL HE communion of all real christians is an object dear to Jesus 
Christ. He bore it upon his heart, in prospect even of his own 
dissolution. And in his dying prayer, when their immortal inter- 
ests lay with inexpressible weight upon his mind, he could ask 
nothing better for them, than, '' that they may all be one." To 
open the way for this, he laid down his life. To accomplish it, ' 
he now intercedes in heaven. But it is an object exceedingly 
difficult to accomplish ; and had he not divine power, he could 
not effect it. 

The apostasy divided men, first firom God, and then firom one 
another. There were as many separate interests, after the faU, 
as there were separate individuals. Each one was seeking su- 
premely his aum^ and not the things-of Grod. This course, if 
pursued, will end in eternal death. All men are naturally dispos- 
ed to pursue it. And all who continue to pursue it, will be for 
ever wretched. 

To prevent this evil, is the object of the plan of mercy ; and 
God designs to remove the evil, by removing the cause. Hence, 
the way being opened, by the sufferings and death of Christ, the 
Holy Ghost is sent down, to convince men of the guilt of seeking 
supremely their own ; show them the danger of this course, lead 
them to forsake it, return to God from whom they have revolted, 
choose him as their porticm, his service as their empbyment, and 
his favour as their reward. Thb will make them, in their inter- 
ests, affections, and pursuits, one with Crod. 



And by becoming one with Am, a foundation is laid for union 
among themselves. Having the same spirit, and seeking the same 
object, they will become one. 

This is the way in which God designs to unite men ; and this 
is the union which Christ had in view, when he prayed, " that 
they all may be one." 

He did not pray that men may be one in sin, but one in God ; 
" that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be one in us." 

This is the union for which he prayed — a union in God. And 
it is the only real, permanent union that ever can be formed. If 
men cannot be united in Grod, they must remain divided forever. 
There is no centre of the moral system but Jehovah. To him, 
by supreme affection, all real christians are united ; and around 
Wm they will move^ m harmonious order, to everlasting ages. 

But as he who has begun their sanctification, has not yet fin- 
ished it, there is a constant tendency, even in them, to depart 
from God. The remains of that depravity, after their conver- 
sicm, which was wholly predommant m them before, tend ccMitm- 
ually to draw them from him. They still, inordinately, seek their 
own. This is the case with individuals ; and it is the case with 
bodies of men. And just so far as they mordinately seek their 
own, they depart frbm God. And so far as they depart from 
him, they depart fr<Mtt one Imother. As the lines of a circle, the 
farther they go from the centre, the farther they go from one an- 
other — so with christians ; the farther they go from God, the far- 
ther they are from holy union among themselves. Hence one 
saith I am of Paul ; and another, I am o^ ApoUos ; and another, 
I am of Cephas. This has been one cause of all the divisions, 
which have ever existed, among real christians. 

Another cause has been, wicked men, who had no union of 
heart, eidier to Christ, or his people, have sometimes, outwardly 
united with diem. These of course have been divided, «nd 
where they have had influence^ have divided others. 

Another cause has been, the efibrt of the devil. He has al- 
ways tried to divide real christians, on the principle, that a house 



divided against itself, cannot stand. Hence he has tempted them 
to have unkind thoughts of (me another ; to set up walls of sepa- 
ration, which Jesus Christ has demolished ; and enclose them- 
selves in hedges, which he never placed around his fold* 

To remove these, and lead all real christians to receive one 
toother, as Christ receives them, is the object of the text. 

Jehovah speaks, by the mouth of the aposde, and conmiands, 
*' Receive je one another, as Christ also received us, to the glory 
of God." To illustrate and qpply this command, will be the ob- 
ject of this discourse. 

It is plain from the text, that Christ receives same men, and 
treats them as his disciples. And it is equally plain that they are 
bound to receive one another, as he receives them. 

Hence the first inquiry is, bow does Christ receive men ? On 
what account does he treat them as his disciples f 

Not because they belong to this particular nation, or to that : 
ibr '' in every nation, he that feareth him and worketh righteous- 
nessj is accepted with him." He is no respecter of persons. 

He does not receive men because they are rich, or honoured 
in the world. His disciples are often poor ; and sometimes des- 
pised. Those who have very little oi this world, are often rich 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom. 

Christ does not receive men because they are learned, intel- 
figent, or powerftd. Foolish things has he sometimes chosra, to 
confound the wise ; and weak things to confound the mighty, that 
no fle^ should glory in his presence. 

Nor does he receive men because they are poor, despised, 
illiterate, or feeble. Sometimes the rich and tHmoured, the learn- 
ed and powerftil, are the humble, obedient foOowers of Jesus 
Christ. 

He does not receive men because diey are bom in a christian 
land, and have grown up under the light of the gospel ; nor mere- 
ly because they have received christian baptism ; or partaken of 
the Lord's supper. Many have done this, to whom he will say, 
'^ I never knew you : depart ftom me, ye that work iniquity." 

Nor does Christ receive men) because they tefeng to one 



particular denomination, or sect of christians ; or because of their 
particular form of church government, or extern^ worship : nor 
does he receive them because they attend outwardly to the ordi- 
nances of the gospel at this or that particular time ; or in this or 
that particular way. Nor. does he for any of these reasons ever 
reject them. And to sum up all, in one word, Christ does not 
receive men on account of any merely external distinction whatever. 
Nor does he on account of any merely external distinction ever 
rgect them. But Christ receives men, let it be written as with a 
pen of iron, and the point of a diamond, Christ receives men, be- 
cause they receive him^ as their prophet to teach them the will of 
God, their Priest to atone for their sins, their King-, to rule in 
their hearts, receive their choicest affections, and govern their 
lives. " I love them that love me." " And he that loveth me 
shall be loved of my father, and I will -love him, and will manifest 
myself to him." " And my father will love him, and we will 
come unto him and make our abode with him." 

To be received of Christ, then, " one thing is needful." This 
is not any thing which is outward merely in the flesh ; it is that 
which is inward in the spurit. It is true religion. Christ receives 
all who have it: Europeans, Asiatics, Africans, Indians, Jews, 
Greeks, Barbarians, Scythians, bond and free, men of every de- 
scription, and of every name. 

In the darkness of human depravity, and at a great distance 
from God, they may surround themselves with litde badges of par- 
ty distinction. But Christ knows none of them after these distinc- 
tions. He inquires, not do men belong to this particular part of 
my followers, or to that ; but do they belong tb me ? Is my love 
shed abroad in their hearts, by the Holy Ghost ? And do they 
do the will of my Father, which is in Heaven ? If so, they ar 
" my bro&er, and sister and mother." Presbjrterians, Congrej 
tionalists, Episcopalians, Baptists, Methodists, and persons of ev( 
denominatfon, who embrace " with the heart" the Lord Je 
Christ as Jehovah their righteousness ; and to whom he is 
end of the law for righteousness, as he is to every one that be)' 
eth ; who love him more than father or mother, wife or chi^ 
houses or lands, or their own life, are receivedn^f Christ. 
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He receives them however, not because they belong to one 
particular denomination of his followers, or another, but because 
they belong to him. He that believeth on the Lord Jesus Christ 
shall be saved. Let it be told to every generadon, and through- 
out the universe. He that believeth on the Lord Jesus Christ 
shall be saved, let him belong to what denomination he may ; and 
** he that believeth not shall be damned." This, then, is the one 
thing needful ; faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, that faith, which is 
the gift of God, which worketh by love, purifieth the heart, and 
overcometh the world : or in other words true religion. 

Hence the second inquiry is. What is true religion f 

Is it merely a name f No. Men may have a name, that they 
live, and yet be dead. Is it merely a profession f No. Men 
may, in words profess Christ, and yet in works deny him. Is it 
merely being honest in the sight of men f No. Men must ren- 
der, not only to Cesar the things that are Cesar's, but unto God 
the things that are God's. Is true religion merely suppljring the 
temporal wants of men ; or being zealous for some favourite opin- 
ions ? No. Men may give not only half, but all their goods to 
feed the poor, and their bodies to be burned, and yet it profit 
them nothing. What then is true religion f True religion, the 
religion of a sinner who is naturally at enmity with God, begins in 
reconciliation to him. '^ You that were sometimes alienated, and 
enemies in your minds by wicked works, yet now hath he recon' 
cUed.'^^ We pray you, said the aposde, in Christ's stead, ^' be ye 
reconciled to Grod." 

The apostasy consisted in departing firom God ; settmg up a 
separate interest, and seeking that interest with all the heart. Re- 
ligion begins in renouncing that separate interest ; and going back 
to Grod. '^ I wiU arise and go to my father ; and I will say to 
him. Father, I have sinned." The way back is Jesus Christ. 
" I am the way, no man cometh to the Father but by me." 

Convicted by the Hobjr Ghost of his -guilt, and danger ; con- 
demning himself for his departure,\iiid diiqK)sed to return ; en- 
lightened to behold the i^iritual beauty and gkny of the son oi 
6od, set forth as a propitiatioa for sin^ by believiDg in whom the 
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guilty may he pardoned, and received into favour, the fw^nt, 
returning sinner believes on him ; and finds rest to bis soul. Re- 
conciled unto God by the blood of his Son, and disposed eternal* 
ly to adore bim, he cries, ^' Whom have I in heaven but thee ; 
and there is none upon earth, that I desire beside thee," This 
is the commencement of true religion in the soul. The wanderer 
goes back,, The rebel becomes a son; and passes from death 
unto life. ^^ This my son was dead and is alive again ; he was 
lost and is found." Such a soul is penitent, humble, submissive, 
believing, obedient, grateiiil. All who have this spirit Christ hbn 
ceives, and treats as his disciples. This is not because they are 
perfect : or because they have, in aU respects, right views of him, 
and his truth. But it is because they believe on him. His love 
is shed abroad, and reigns in their hearts. They bate miy love 
holine^, and delight to do the will of Grod. On this account he 
receives them. And all christians, when this is manifested, so 
that they have reason to believe that Christ receives them, are 
bound also to receive them. I say they are baund-^l do not 
mean by civil laws ; but by the law of Christ. He can judge 
with absolute certainty, who receive him, and who do not. They 
can judge only by appearance. He receives all who do receive 
him. They must receive all who appear to receive him. This 
appearance consists in profusum^ and amdtui. If by the open 
' prQfessioi^ of the ^ truth as it is in Jesu3»' '^ the faith which was 
Qoce delivered to the saints," and a condupt ^^ which is according 
to godliness," they give reason to believe that Christ receives 
them, all christians are bpund to receive them. 

I now prooeed to mention some reasons %»hy they are bound 
to rec^ve them. 

1. Because Christ receives them. He receives all of every 
denonunatioD who believe on him ; <x who, in die language of 
the Bible, '^ oome unto him." Christians of every denomination 
are bound to be hkc bin?. '^ Be ye therefore followers of God 
as dear children ; and walk in k)ve as Christ also hath loved us, 
^d hath given himself fc^ i^i." ^< Let the same mind be in you 
which wa3 also 10 Christ Jesus." ^^ Him that is weal^ in the £ulb 



receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations." " Now the Gfod of 
patience and consolation grant you to be like minded one toward 
another, according to Christ Jesus, that ye may with one mind, 
and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Wherefore receive ye one another as Christ also receiv- 
ed us to the glory of God." 

2. They are bound to receive them because they have reason 
to believe that they are real christians ; and all real christians are 
essentially (dike. I say essentially. They may be circumstan- 
tially different. But they are all essentially alike. They have 
all seen the evil of sin, and they abhor it. They have all felt their 
need of Christ ; and have embraced him, as their hope of glory. 
His love is shed abroad in all their hearts, by the Holy Ghost. 
And they all delight to do his will. They are represented in 
the scriptures as all members of his body, of his Iflesh, and of his 
bones — as so jomed to the Lord as to be " one spirit." And he 
informs us that ^' there should be no schisms in the body." If 
one member suffers, all the members should suffer with it; or if 
one member is honoured, aU the members should rejoice with it. 
Real christians, so far as they love and obey God, are engaged in 
essentially the same business. They are going to the same place ; 
and are to join forever in the same employment. 

This, says one, may be true : yet they do not all agree with 
ttf , in the mode and subjects of baptism ; in the time and manner 
of partaking of the Lord's supper ; in the best way of ordaining 
ministers, of governing the church, and in the form of many other 
external things. I admit it. But do they receive Jesus Christ 
as the Lord their righteousness, and is he to them the end of the 
law for righteousness.^ Does he receive them, notwithstanding 
they difier from usf If so we must receive them. They are 
children of Christ's family. We are nothing more, even if we 
are real chrisdans. And let it be rem^nbered, that it bekngs to 
the head of the family, to make laws, by which the £unify shall 
be governed ; not to the members. Christians, of any class, are 
onfy members of Christ's family. He is the Head. And what 
is bis law ? ^* Receive ye one another, as I have received you." 

2 
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He that cometh to Christy shaU not be cast out. And if he is not 
cast out by the head of the family ; let him not be cast out by the 
members. But let the ^it of the head, pervade all the mem- 
bers, and bind them in one holy, and everlastmg conmiimion. It 
is possible that Jesus Christ does not love other christians less, 
merely because they differ in some exiemcd tlmigs from us ; or 
kfve us more, because we difier in some external things from them. 

But allowing the utmost that can be wished, that sc»ne real 
christians di&r as much, in some external things from us, as you 
suppose, and .that we are right, and they are wrongs do they in 
chamcter differ as much from us, as we do from Jesus Christ? 
Yet if christians, he receives us, freely, for his own name's sake ; 
and he commands us to receive them. , And we shall have no ex- 
cuse, if we do not obey. 

3. All christians are bound to receive one another as Christ 
receives them, because it would be an evidence of then* religion. 
It would be an evidence of it to their own minds, and a bright ex-* 
hibition of it to the minds of others. It was not religion which 
divided men at first, but sin. And after men are bom of the Spirit, 
united to Christ, and manifest his spirit, it is not religion that keeps 
them apart, but sin. Just as far as they have the remains of that 
abominable thing which the Lord hates, they will be di^ded. And 
so far as they have that, which he loves, they will be united. True 
rel^on, in its very nature, is a spirit of holy union to God, and 
all his people. Sin, in its very nature, is a spirit of division. And 
this spirit of division, so deeply rooted in the fiuman heart, nothing 
but divine grace will cure. Nothing will lead men cordially to 
receive all who receive the Lord Jesus Christ, and because they 
receive him, but a reception of Christ. Nothing will lead men to 
receive all who have true religion, and simply because they have 
it, but religion itself. And when men have so much of this, as to 
break out from the narrow limits which human de{»ravity assigns 
them, and rise superior to all sectaiian distincticms ; open the arms, 
and the heart of christian communion, and receive all, of ev^ry 
description, and every name, who receive the Lord Jesas Clnisi, 
and amply because they do it— they make a glorious exhibitian of 
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his'heaTenly Spirit And if he who gives only a cup of cdd water 
to a man, because he belong to Christ, shall in no wise lose his 
reward ; what will be his reward, who opens the arms and the 
heart, and receives all who receive the Saviour i The Spirit itself 
will bear witness, with that man's spirit, that he is a child of God : 
while the happiness which be will enjoy, in imitating Christ, will be 
a foretaste of heaven. A man cannot be so much like Jesus Christ, 
as to receive all whom he receives, without having a foretaste of 
the meeting of the general assembly and church of the first bom ; 
that multitude which no man can number, out of every nation, and 
kindred, and people, and tongue ; stripped of all party distmctions, 
and mingling with one hearty and voice before the throne, " unto 
him that bved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and priests unto God, and his Father : 
to him be glory, and dcxninion, forever and ever." 

4. All christians are bound to do this, because it will do great 
good. There will then be but one great distincti(»i, in the world ; 
and that will be between saints and sinners. This will have a 
powerful t^idency to impress the minds of the ungodly. They 
can hardly see such a <hstinction running through the human fam- 
ily, and swallowing up all other distmctions, without feeling, that 
'' he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divid- 
eth his sheep from the goats, that the wicked will go away into 
everlasting punishment, and the righteous into life eternal." Let 
true religion be acted out as a reality ; and one strong enough to 
bind the hearts of all who have it, in bonds of holy and everlasting 
communion, willi God, and one another, and it will carry convic- 
tioa to the hardest heart. Light from on high^ will break fcMrth 
with such brightness^ that men will be led to glorify their Father 
which is in heaven. Zion will arise in her loveliest, her most sub- 
duing, and hear most triumphant form. She will break fcvth as 
the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as in 
army with banners. Who can withstand, when the east, and the 
west, the north and the south, are giving up i > When all ibe kin- 
dred s^iirits under heaven, come togeth^, pn the Ibundaticm laid 
in Ziooi and with united strength) raise a monument to the g)ofy 
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of their King. A voice will be heard, " The kingdoms of this 
world, are become the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ ; 
and he shall reign forever and ever." Christians 1 would you 
hasten this day of glory ? — ^bury all other distinctions in the love 
of Christ. And if any wonder, and ask you why you do it ? Tell 
them, Christ does it ; and we do it to imitate him. Tell them, 
Christ commands us to do it ; and " the love of Christ constrain- 
eth us." 

From this subject we learn, 

1. That no man will fail of heaven for want of natural endow- 
ments, or external distinctions ; and that no man, merely because 
he has these, will ever obtain it. Men are prone to plate great 
reliance upon natural endowments, and external distinctions; and 
sometimes to despond, for want of them. When they are told of 
their guilt, and their danger, and are urged to flee from the wrath 
to come, some mention their natural endowments, and external 
distinctions, as reasons why they shall escape. Others, when 
they are told of the preciousness of Christ, and his readiness to 
receive them, and make them sons and daughters of the Lord 
Almighty, mention their want of these, as reasons why he will not 
receive them. But natural endowments, and external distinctions, 
are not what Jesus Christ requires : he requires a humble, peni- 
tent, believing, and afiectionate heart. All other qualificaticMis 
without this, are '< as sounding brass, and a tinkling c}rmbal." But 
let any man, whether of 'small abilities or great, poor or rich, ig- 
norant or learned, bond or free, go to Christ, with a humble, be- 
lieving, penitent and afiectionate heart, and embrace him as his 
Redeemer, and Christ will receive him : — ^though his sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be white as snow : though they be red like 
-crimson, they shall be as wool." "Ho ! every one that thirsteih^ 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money : come ye, buy 
and eat, yea come buy wine and milk, without money and without 
price." " Let him that is athirst, come ; and whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely." " If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me, and drink ;" and " him that cometh to me, I will 
in no wise cast out." And if Christ receives all who come to him, 
and christians are bound to receive them, we learn, 
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2. That those christians, who suppose that others are received 
of Christ, but will not receive them themselves, because they have, 
as they suppose, mistaken views, about some external form of 
some external things, do exceedingly " err, not knowing the scrip- 
tures." They do not receive others, as Christ receives them. 
They make something essential, in order to be received by ihenij 
which Jesus Christ does not make essential, in order to be receiv- 
ed by him ; and thus act directly against his dying prayer, " that 
they all may be one." Is it right for men to make that essential, 
in order to be received by them, which Jesus Christ does not make 
essential, in order to be received by him f Can it be right, tat 
sinners on his footstool, who have been redeemed by his blood, 
and all whose hopes of glory are founded on his mercy, to make 
that essential, in order to be received by them on earth, which Je- 
sus Christ does not make essential, in order to be received by him 
in heaven } Suppose, a moment, that it is right ; and that they 
should differ as much from Christ, after they get to heaven, as 
they do now, and not receive some whom he receives f O, what 
a discord there would be in heaven ! Glory to Grod in the high- 
est, that all such feelings must be done away, before men arrive 
there. Never can an in<Uvidual enter that blest abode, tiU he is 
prepared cordially, with the whole heart, to receive aU whom 
Christ receives. This vnU be done in heaven ; and ought not 
the temper of heaven to reign, and the business of heaven to, be 
begun here below ? How sweetly then, the millions of the re- 
deemed, even on earth, would sing the song of Moses, and the 
song of the Lamb !" 

And if christians are bound to receive others, as Christ re- 
ceives them ; we learn, 

3. That those christians do wrcHig, who receive others, widi-^ 
out their giving evidence, that Christ has received them. While 
some do not receive all, who give such evidence ; others receive 
those, who give no such evidence. They receive those who do 
not even believe themselves, that they have ever been '' b(»*n of 
the Spirit ;" or have *^ passed from death unto fife ;'' or have 
been ^* preated in Christ Jesus unto good works ;" and nibo give 
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no evidence of such change tx> others. BujI; Christ does not re- 
ceive men in this way, without any evidence of their beii^ ^^ born 
again," or being his true disciples. Nor if christians obey him, 
can they. " Receive ye one another as Christ also received «tf •" 
We see bom this subject, 

4. That a person, who has been received by others, as a 
christian, but who afterwards becomes openly immoral, and con- 
tinues so, notwithstanding all the means, which Christ has ap- 
pointed to reclaim him, should be excluded from christian com- 
munion. He gives reBaon to believe, that he was never received 
by Christ. His introdndion to christian communion, was an im- 
position on men* They supposed him to be a friend to Christ, 
and his cause. But when he proves by hb works, that he is an 
enemy, and i^ontinues in open rebellion against Christ, notwith- 
standing all the means which he has appointed to reclaim him : 
he must be, to the friends of Christ, '' as an heathen man, and a 
publican." They must not receive him, or treat him as a discq>le 
of Jesus. But should he afterwards see the error of his way, and 
4um from it unto God ; confess bis sins and forsake them ; appear 
to be humble, believing, and obedient ; and give reason to believe, 
that he is received of Christ — all christians must receive him, freer- 
ly for Christ's sake : and it will be to the glory of God. 

5. Two things are needful, in order to introduce the Millenr 
nium. The first is, for all men to receive Christ as their Saviour, 
give him their hearts, and consecrate to him their lives. The sec- 
ond is, for all to receive one another, as Christ receives them. And 
the whole earth will be filled with the glory of God, as the water3 
fill the seas. 

My hearers-^have you done the first thing ? Have you re- 
ceived Christ as your Redeemer, and given him your hearts ? 
Have you, who were enemies to God, by grace^ been reconciled,, 
through the blood of the Lamb f And are you now, through bound- 
less mercy, sons and daughters of the liOrd Almighty f If so, can 
you, who have been saved firom the bottomless ]^t, and are, through 
the love of Christ, to stand forever on Mount Zion, withhold the^ 
hand, or the heart of .qommunicm, from any whom Chijst lovesp-f- 
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for whom he shed his own btood — on whom he has stamped his 
blessed image — ^who are graven on the palms of his hands, and 
borne about continual^ upon his heart — ^who are kept as the apple 
of his eye — and who will be greeted, the momont they enter 
heaven, by ten thousand thousand of the church of the first born ; 
can you reject them f O fc^bid it Lord, and help us to receive 
them, as thou hast received us, to the glory of Grod. 

Mt Dear Brother, 

You see fi*om this subject, that there are two things, which you, 
as a minister, ought to make objects of unceasing attention. The 
first is, to lead the souls of men, especially of this people, to receive 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour. And the second is, to 
lead them to receive one another, as he receives them. 

In order to lead them to receive the Lord Jesus Christ, you 
must show them their need of Christ. Never will they embrace 
him, as their Saviour, till they feel that they need him — that 
without him they must perish ; and that they deserve to perish. 
To produce this conviction, unfold to them, with clearness and 
solemnity, the character of God ; the purity and extent of his 
law — then: obligations perfectly to obey it-^-<heir guilt as trans- 
gressors — and the certain, fearful looking for of judgment and fie- 
ry indignation, which will forever consume them, if found, at the 
day of death, out of Christ. 

Show them also his infinite ^ory— ^the glory which he had 
with the Father, before the world was — his amazing condescen- 
sion, when he took upon him the form of a servant, and had not 
where to lay his head. Gro, with your people, to the garden of 
Gethsemane — and there watch, as the great drops of blood are 
falling down to the ground ! Go with them up the hiU of Calva- 
ry, and stand before the cross, as he cries, " My God ! my God ! 
why hast diou forsaken me f " See the graves open, the rocks 
break asunder, and darkness cover the earth*— and then ask your 
people, " If these things are done in the green tree, what sh&ll be 
done in the dry ?" Can you bear the fiill vengeance of Jehovah, 
when the vials of his indignation are poured out without mixture f 
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And as they look on him whom they have pierced, let yotUr 
' heart ascend in fervent supplication to God, that they may mourn, 
as one moumeth for an only son ; and be in bitterness, as one is 
in bitterness for his first bom. And if they begin to feel the bur- 
den of guilt, open to them that heart of everlasting kindness, 
whose infinite compassion shines, with such brightness, in the face 
of Jesus Christ. And if they have eyes to see it, they will know, 
that whosoever believeth on him shall not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life — ^that if they receive Christ, he will receive them, and 
make them sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty. 

And when you have evidence that he has received them, let 
nothing hinder you fi*om receiving them. Be not afiraid, nor 
ashamed, in this respect, to follow Christ. Receive all whom you 
have reason to believe that he receives. Labour to have this 
spirit pervade all ypur people, and extend to all people around 
you. Never rest satisfied till it prevail over all our land, and 
to the utmost boundaries of the world : till all people, of every 
kindred, and nation, and tongue, shall be received of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and shall receive one another, as he receives them. 
Nor need you ever think, that because you are only an indi- 
vidual, and to be principally confined, in your labours, to this 
spot, that your efforts in this great work of mercy will be in vain. 
No, my brother — every oiinister, who has the Spirit of Christ, 
and every church too, may exert an influence, which shall be felt 
throughout every nation on the globe. Live not unto yourself, 
but unto him who died for you, and rose again — and you may do 
much, to hasten the day, when ^^ he shall reign fi'om sea to sea" 
— ^when every knee shall bow before him, and every tongue con- 
. fess, that he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. May you 
be the means of this blessedness, to multitudes on earth, and af- 
terwards meet them in heaven — and unite with the multitude 
which no man can number, in adoring Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and the Lamb forever and ever. Amen. 
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